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1. REETEL POINTS OUT VARIATIONS IN FIGURES ON US MILITARY 
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PERSONNEL IN EUROPE. VARIATIONS EXIST IN FOUR REPORTS: 

(A) UNCLASSIEIED STRENGTH FIGURES EOR QTE WESTERN EUROPE 
AND RELATED AREAS UNQTE, PUBLISHED QUARTERLY - SEPTEMBER 
30, 1973 FIGURE WAS 320,000. (SEE TABLE 309, DOD PERSONNEL 
STRENGTHS BY REGIONAL AREA AND BY COUNTRY, MILITARY 
FUNCTIONS, SUMMARY, AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 1973.) THESE 
FIGURES ARE ROUNDED TO NEAREST THOUSAND AND COVER ALL 
MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ALL LISTED COUNTRIES. OUR GUIDANCE 
(1970) ESTABLISHES THE AUTHORIZED LEVEL AT 319,000. 

(B) BURDENSHARING FIGURE - 306,000. THIS WAS PROJECTED 
AVERAGE NUMBER OE US MILITARY PERSONNEL EOR EY 1974 IN 
EUROPEAN NATO COUNTRIES. IT EXCLUDED US MILITARY PER- 
SONNEL STATIONED IN ICELAND AND IN NON-NATO EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES. 

(C) DPQ-73 ANNEXES TO TABLE II OF FORCE SECTION - 215,000. 

THIS WAS PROJECTED END OF YEAR PLANNING STRENGTH AND 
ACTUAL STRENGTH VARIES OVER THE YEAR. IT INCLUDES ONLY 
PERSONNEL IN QTE NATO COMMITTED UNQTE COMBAT AND COMBAT 
SUPPORT UNITS. IT EXCLUDES ALL LOGISTICAL AND ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE UNITS, MAAGS, MISSIONS, ATTACHES, COMMUNICATIONS 
PERSONNEL ETC. THESE PERSONNEL WERE INCLUDED IN (B) ABOVE 
SINCE THEY ARE STATIONED IN EUROPE BECAUSE OF AND IN 
SUPPORT OF OUR COMMITMENT TO THE DEFENSE OE WESTERN EUROPE. 

(D) THE EIGURES WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR MBFR ARE: US ARMY 
193,000, AF 34,000; THIS TOTAL OF 227,000 SHOULD NOT BE 
CONFUSED WITH PARA C ABOVE. 

2. REFTEL CORRECTLY EXPLAINS THE VARIATIONS BETWEEN SUB- 
PARAGRAPHS B AND C ABOVE AND MISSION MAY WISH TO INCLUDE 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE UNCLASSIFIED FIGURES IN SUBPARAGRAPH 
A ABOVE IN REPLY TO NETHERLANDS DEL. FACT IS THAT 
FIGURES ARE AIMED AT MEETING VARYING REPORTING REQUIRE- 
MENTS AND NO ONE FIGURE MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS. THUS FAR, 

WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO EXPLAIN SATISFACTORILY TO THE 
CONGRESS WHY THE EIGURES DO NOT ALWAYS MATCH AND WE WILL 
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CONTINUE TO INCLUDE EXPLANATIONS IN OUR PRESENTATIONS. 
ALTHOUGH THE RANDALL REPORT OF 1972 SPEAKS OE 50,000 US 
PERSONNEL IN EUROPE NOT DIRECTLY TIED TO NATO, THE 
CONGRESS SEEMS TO UNDERSTAND THAT WE COMMIT COMBAT UNITS, 
NOT PEOPLE, TO NATO IN THE REPLY TO THE DPQ. THE 
ATTITUDE OF CONGRESS IS THAT WE WOULD HAVE FEW MILITARY 
INDEED IN EUROPE IF IT WERE NOT FOR OUR NATO COMMITMENT. 
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3. AS MISSION SUGGESTS, WE WILL INCLUDE A FOOTNOTE IN 
DPQ-74 REPLY SHOWING THAT THE REPORTED STRENGTH OF QTE 
NATO COMMITTED UNQTE COMBAT AND COMBAT SUPPORT UNITS 
EXCLUDES CERTAIN ESSENTIAL LOGISTICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL AND OTHER PERSONNEL STATIONED IN EUROPE 
WHO ARE REPORTED UNDER QTE NATIONAL COMMAND AVAILABLE 
FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE UNQTE. HOWEVER, WE WISH TO AVOID 
A COMMITMENT FOR A FIXED LEVEL OF US PERSONNEL IN EUROPE. 
SUCH A COMMITMENT WOULD MERELY COMPOUND OUR DIFFICULTIES 
IN MANAGING AND ROTATING US PERSONNEL AND BURDEN US 
WITH ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS TO CONSULT WHEN MINOR 
FLUCTUATIONS IN STRENGTH OCCUR. YOU MAY WISH TO DISCUSS 
THIS SUBJECT WHEN DRC CONSIDERS DPQ-74 QUESTIONNAIRE. 

KISSINGER 
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